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Britain. The Indian critics denounced it as being wholly
inadequate, in the hope of fortifying their demands at the
Round Table Conference, and the British Government treated
this authoritative State document merely as " part of the
material upon which the Conference would work/' because
the Despatch did not provide " a rallying point" for
opinions that were to be conciliated. The Despatch itself,
strangely enough, bore no distinct marks of Lord Irwin's
Liberal policy.

CL PARLIAMENT AND  THE  REPORT  OF  THE
STATUTORY COMMISSION

From the recital of all that happened since the appoint-
ment of the Statutory Commission, the reader will perceive
why there should be, among certain important sections
of British opinion, so much hostility to the procedure that
overthrew the Commission's Report. In the first place,
" that exasperating game of manoeuvre and counter-
manoeuvre " which at last succeeded in appointing co-
operating committees and their collaboration with the
Commission has not been very helpful in framing practical
proposals for Indian Constitutional reforms. On the
contrary,

" there can be no doubt," writes the Hon. Edward Cadogan,
M.P., a Member of the Commission, " that we could have
accomplished our task in a fraction of the time, probably
with infinitely more satisfactory results, had the original
procedure been carried out in accordance with the intention
of the Imperial Parliament/'

Secondly, the declaration of the Indian Princes that
they would enter an All-India Federation presented an
opportunity of " burking " the Report of the Commission.
The opportunity was eagerly seized by the Indian politicians
who missed in the Report any indication of granting
" Dominion Status " to India, and they thought of the